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Peace on earth; good will towards all! 

So that’s as close to a Christmas greeting I can send right now.  As I write this, it’s not even Thanksgiving 

yet!  Don’t get me wrong…I LOVE the Christmas season, and I too wish it would last longer.  Only I wish it 

extended into the New Year, instead of beginning so early.  The rush to playing Christmas music (which is 

streaming from my computer even now), purchasing many gifts, attending multiple parties, and busying 

ourselves with decorating our homes all seems to come earlier each year.  And the thing is…all this fury 

distracts us from the sacred act of waiting and anticipating.   

December 1, 2019 marks the beginning of the Church Year, the beginning of the season of Advent and the 

start of what is meant to be a slow journey to Bethlehem.  It is very counter-intuitive to the world around 

us, isn’t it?  Black Friday will bring long lines at department stores doors followed by running down the 

aisles toward the best deals of the season.  On the Sunday following we will hear scripture that                

encourages us to drop what we are doing and pay attention, look up from our daily grind of activity so as 

not to miss the coming of the Prince of Peace.   

This paradox of Christian living will continue all month long.  Even as we gather for celebratory events at 

the church throughout the month, we will hold carefully the pace and nature of our worship times          

together.  I suggest your preparation on Sunday mornings before coming to church include deep breath-

ing as you let go of your schedule for the week, prayer for complete openness to the Spirit’s leading for 

the day, and reading the selected scripture readings  for the day (you can find them in this newsletter) to 

allow for better understanding of God’s word for you that day.  These simple acts will add to your journey 

towards the celebration of Jesus’ birth. 

I look forward to seeing you, your friends, our neighbors and                                                                                  

those we have yet to meet during the Advent season!   

Shalom, 

Pastor Carrie 
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FINANCE TOWN HALL MEETING: 

The Finance Team will hold a town hall meeting   

between services on December 8th in the sanctuary.  

A light brunch will be served.   The team would like 

to present information to the congregation about the 

possibility of changing our fiscal year from a         

calendar year to July-June year.  In addition, infor-

mation about proposed budget options for 2020 will 

be presented.  We want to hear from you.  Begin 

thinking about what is most important to you in how 

we spend our money and the type of ministries you 

desire for us to continue to be engaged in through 

the church.  All your feedback will help us make the 

very best decisions for our future. 

If you are unable to attend this meeting, please feel 

free to submit your thoughts to Pastor Carrie or any-

one on the Finance team on the following two ques-

tions:  1) What do you believe should be the top 3 

priorities in spending the money donated to Son-

Rise?  2) If the budget tells the story of who SonRise 

Church is, what do you want it to say? 

Readers needed for advent wreath 

readings: let Pastor Carrie or Karen in 

the office know if you would like to 

volunteer to light the Advent wreath 

sometime during the Advent season. 

ADVENT SERMON SERIES:   

“Are We There Yet?”  Many of us have either 

said these words or in the least heard this 

phrase from children on a long trip.  The        

solemn and anticipatory season of Advent    

often feels like a long journey towards the joy 

of Christmas Day.  We will focus on the tradi-

tional themes of Advent (Peace, Hope, Joy and 

Love), with the additional theme of Trust, to 

help us focus our hearts and minds on the    

journey of preparation for the big day.  You are 

invited to commit to attending worship services 

every Sunday in December to travel with others 

to the place where Jesus will be born once 

again in each one of us. 

This year we are offering 3 distinct opportunities for 

our community to join us in celebrating the birth of our 

Savior.  We encourage you to share an invitation to 

your friends, neighbors and others whom God leads 

you to join our festivities.  A short description for each 

service: 

4:30 – Children and Family Service  The children in 

our church, along with those who will join us that af-

ternoon, will perform the musical “Never Too Old for 

Christmas” which includes the telling of the birth story 

of Jesus.  We will also celebrate the baptism of Bill and 

Cindy Jobe’s granddaughter Ava at this service.  This 

will be a great start to your Christmas Eve celebration! 

7:00 – Traditional Candlelight Service  Singing 

Christmas hymns, hearing the birth story read from 

scripture, being one in love and joy as we pray for the 

world, gathering at the table for communion, and 

lighting our candles will all provide a sacred experience 

of birth and hope for all who choose to attend this ser-

vice.   

9:30 – Christmas Pajama Party!  This informal, light-

hearted gathering will be focused on joyful singing, 

sharing stories of Christmas miracles and working    

together making of breakfast burritos to provide love, 

peace, hope and joy for the homeless in our              

community.  Everyone is invited, especially families 

who will have the opportunity to win a prize for wear-

ing the best matching Christmas pj’s! 
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DECEMBER USHER/GREETER SCHEDULE 

DEC 1 (Communion) 

8:30 Service Youth Ushers, Susan Francis 

11:00 Service Chris Weber 

 

DEC 8 

8:30 Service Josh Rudnik, Don Thayer 

11:00 Service Josh Rudnik 

 

DEC 15 (Communion) 

8:30 Service Bill & Cindy Jobe                           

  Joe & Karen McDaniel 

11:00 Service Bob & Judy Van Sickle 

 

DEC 22 

8:30 Service Fran McQuiston 

11:00 Service Don Thayer, Ami Bajah-Onyejekwe

  

DEC 29—ONE SERVICE—NEED VOLUNTEERS 

ADVENT STUDY:   Fran McQuiston will    
facilitate a discussion of Joseph's role in Jesus' 
birth and life, Sundays, December 1, 8, 15, 22 
during Education Hour in room 117.  All are    
welcome! 
 

EXODUS STUDY:   Upon the completion of 
the Genesis study, an Adult Class will commence 
on January 12, 2020 with the study of Exodus, 
led by Rev. Sandy Spahr (Sundays during        
Education Hour in room 117).  All are welcome!   

 

   December 19th 

   7pm at SonRise 

  

Blue?  Yes, blue as in the blues.  As in "I am feeling blue."  

Not everyone is up and cheery for the Christmas holidays.  

Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing life after 

divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a job, living 

with cancer or some other disease that puts a question 

mark over the future, and a number of other human    

situations make parties and joviality painful for many  

people in our congregations and communities.  

SonRise Church in Pueblo West has recognized the need 

for a special Service to recognize that we are all not "in 

the mood" to celebrate with the masses at this time of 

the season.  So, there will be a SPECIAL Service this year.  

This service will be reflective, accepting where we really 

are, and holding out healing and hope. 

 Everyone in the community (and anyone who is in need 

of this time for reflection) is invited and welcome to 

attend. 

Scripture Readings for        

Advent and Christmas Eve: 

December 1:  Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 24:36-44 

December 8:  Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12 

December 15:  Isaiah 35:1-10; Matthew 11:2-11 

December 22:  Isaiah 7:10-16; Matthew 1:18-25 

December 24:  Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-20 

Sign up now for the Bible Study, “Introduction to 

the Old Testament”   The second installment of 

“Exploring the Bible” will be offered beginning January 

9th.  This is a six-week class that helps us dig deeper 

into the stories and meaning of the Old Testament.  

The class “What is the Bible?” is not a pre-requisite to 

this class.  Anyone is welcome to attend from 6:30-8:00 

each Thursday evening, Jan. 9 – Feb. 13.  A sign-up 

sheet will be on the small table in the lobby next to the 

coffee mugs.  The book for this class costs $14.00. 

“You’re Never Too Old For       
Christmas” a musical performed by 
SonRise Children’s Ministry and the 

SonRise Singers Adult Choir. 

Christmas Eve at the                      
4:30 pm Family & Children’s Service 
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Youth Group schedule for        
December 

December 1st and 8th:  Meet at the church from 
5:00 – 6:30pm.  We will discuss the meaning of 
Advent, focusing on how to foster peace and love 
in our lives. 

December 15th:  Christmas party!  Meet at the 
church at 4:30 for our progressive supper.  We 
will be back to the church at 7:00. 

December 22nd and 29th:  No youth meetings.  
Enjoy your Christmas break!  We will resume 
weekly meetings on January 5th at 5:00. 

 

 

 

 

The Adult Fellowship luncheon for December will 
be held on December 2nd at 12:30 pm at      
SonRise Church.  Our hosts will be the Allens 
and the Coles, who will furnish ham.  Everyone 
else is to bring a side dish, salad or dessert.  
Come join us for great food and fellowship.  Any 
questions, contact Jim Simons at 719-248-2690. 

WAYS TO PARTICIPATE IN MISSION 

DURING ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 

 Help support the children in Sierra Leone by 

visiting the Sierra Leone Christmas tree.  

Take one, two or more ornaments from the 

tree and bring back the gift noted before 

Christmas day. 

 Purchase a sleeping bag, socks, undergar-

ments and mittens/hats for our homeless 

brothers and sisters in the community.  

There will be a special display in the lobby 

to drop off your donations before Christmas 

Day.  These donated items will be              

distributed through the Pueblo Rescue    

Mission and delivered on Christmas       

morning. 

 Donate supplies for making breakfast      

burritos for the homeless.  In addition to the 

above items,    Pastor Carrie, her family and 

any other volunteers who wish to join them, 

will deliver a hot meal of breakfast burritos 

to the homeless shelter on Christmas morn-

ing.  The burritos will be assembled as part 

of the 9:30pm Christmas Eve service.  

 Give an additional donation during one of 

the Christmas Eve services.  All the offerings 

received this evening will support some of 

our ministry  partners in the area.   

Volunteers needed for youth           

Christmas party 

On December 15, the youth will celebrate Christmas 

with a progressive dinner.  Pastor Carrie is looking for 

volunteers for the following: 

 2 houses to host one course of our meal.  Hosting 

can be done on one of two levels:  1) Provide space for 

the kids to gather for eating and one activity – food and 

activity provided by someone else. 2) Provide the food 

and/or activity.  Pastor Carrie will work with you on 

what all this means.  The courses needed are the       

appetizer and the salad.  The main course and dessert 

are taken care of. 

 2-3 drivers to shuttle kids from house to house. 

 Parents to help with the food. 

The whole progression will last approximately 2.5 hours 

– with 30 minutes spent at each house.  We will begin 

at the church at 4:30.  This is a great opportunity to get 

to know our youth!  Please let Pastor Carrie know if you 

can help. 
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COOPERATIVE CARE 

WISH LIST ITEMS FOR 

DECEMBER — CANDY, 

CANNED FRUIT, NUTS 

COMPASSIONATE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Frontier Hospice is looking for caring and 

compassionate volunteers in Pueblo and 

Fremont counties. 

Volunteer on your time, daytime, evening, 

or weekends. 

Training, orientation and supervision          

provided. 

For more information, contact Melinda at 

719-544-5891, or stop by the office at 4718 

N. Elizabeth Street, Suite A. 

 

 THANK YOU! 

 

The men and the women Kairos teams and the   

Epiphany team thank you for your support of the fall 

weekends at Bent County Correctional, LaVista    

Women’s Prison, and Youth Offender Service.  Your 

prayers and monetary support are deeply appreciated 

and contributed to making the weekends meaningful 

to the offenders and a glory to God! 

The women’s Kairos team welcomed 24 participants 

on a Thursday evening and enjoyed a powerful week-

end of God’s love and grace.  Because of an increase 

in team members, a fourth table of six more partici-

pants was added.  Thank you!  The team welcomed 

42 men for the weekend. they gave a powerful testi-

mony!  The Epiphany team welcomed 18 young men 

on Friday morning and soon they were singing and 

sharing in the joy of the weekend.  One of the former 

Epiphany participants, we call them Super Stars, gave 

the closing comments Sunday afternoon. 

The participants are amazed when a long, long chain 

of the names of prayer warriors is hung around the 

room.  And they are touched by the place mats for 

their meals.  So, in many ways you too share in the 

ministry.  If you would like to attend closing or know 

more about being a team member, please contact 

Gerry, Marcia, Jan, Donna, Sue, Mike or Sandy.  

Thank you and God bless you for your kind hearts. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT FROM YOUR UNITED             

METHODIST WOMEN 

The SonRise Church UMW held another successful   

candy and bake sale last weekend.  We want to thank 

all of you who contributed to the sale this year, either 

with your time, your donation of sweets, and/or your 

purchase of goodies.  A lot of candy and many unique 

baked goods were available this year.  We made over 

$1,200.00 this year and plan to put it towards a future 

Trustees project in 2020. 

2019 has been a very generous year by our members, 

along with some successful events which made our job 

of deciding who to support with our local funds a fun job 

at our last meeting.  We had already decided to donate 

$1,500.00 to the Iliff School of Theology to be applied 

towards Kyra Williams-Garcia’s tuition and will qualify 

her to get matching funds from the school.  A spaghetti 

dinner fundraiser and a portion of the proceeds from a 

dinner provided to the Rural Chaplain’s Association paid 

for this $1,500.00 donation.  

We decided to distribute the rest of our local funds    

thusly: 

LOCALLY: 

 $200.00 – Kairos Prison Ministry at La Vista     

Women’s Correctional Unit 

 $200.00 – Pueblo Soup Kitchen 

 $150.00 – Pueblo Rescue Mission 

 $100.00 – Temple Emanuel Synagogue 

NATIONALLY: 

 $75.00 – McCurdy Ministries 

 $75.00 – Red Bird Mission 

INTERNATIONALLY: 

 $200.00 – Abu Orphanage, school scholarship for a 

female 

 $100.00 – Heifer International 

 

Submitted by Terri Cole, UMW Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

Nineteen women attended our November meeting.  

Birthday wishes were extended to Elaine, Fran, Donna, 

Pastor Carrie, and Bev!  We enjoyed yummy food 

brought by Susan and Fran.   

Our collection items for this 

month were baby items for the 

layette mission to Los Pobres.  

Several of us gathered at       

Darlene’s to put together 24 

layette bags.  Thank you to    

Sharon and Marcia who          

delivered them to Sister Nancy 

at Los Pobres. 

Pastor Carried shared with us the sacred and holy time 

she and her family experienced at Temple Emanuel 

when the community gathered there to show support 

and love.   

Our annual Candy/Bake Sale brought in over $1200!!!  

Many thanks to all who participated in any way!  As   

noted in Terri’s report, proceeds will go towards SonRise 

Trustees projects.   

Election of officers was held.  Our 2020 officers are:  

President-Carmen Benoit; Vice President-Darlene Wag-

ner; Secretary-Karen Plymell; Treasurer-Terri Cole.  

All women are invited to the Church Women United 

Christmas Tea on December 6th at 1pm at Wesley UMC.   

We decided on how to distribute our local funds from 

this year; see Terri’s report for the breakdown.   Many 

thanks to all who planned, worked, donated, prayed, 

and supported our missions in any way this year!! 

Our next meeting will be a “Christmas Party” on         

December 12th at SonRise.  We will bring “pot luck,” 

and our donation item is diapers (all sizes) for Los 

Pobres.  

We wish all a safe and blessed Christmas season. 
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Staff and Leadership at SonRise Church 

Rev. Carrie West, Pastor,/Youth Leader, carrie.west@sonrisepueblo.org  

Karen Plymell, Office Administrator, sonrisechurch@sonrisepueblo.org 

Jesse Hed, Sunday Worship Leader, jesse.hed@sonrisepueblo.org 

Jen Rudnik, Children’s Ministry Director, 544-5186, jen.rudnik@sonrisepueblo.org 

Jalyn Perkins, Nursery Attendant 

Mark Rudnik, Media/Visual Technician, mark.rudnik@sonrisepueblo.org 

Keith Bulander, Custodian; Trustees Chair, keithbulander@comcast.net 

Carolyn Alderson, Leadership Table Chair 

Betty O’Donnell, Treasurer/Financial Chair 

Terri Cole, Bookkeeper, terri.cole@sonrisepueblo.org 

Donald Moore, Staff Parish Relations Chair 

OU R  VI SI ON  

At SonRise Church, we intentionally create space 
for discovering God: 

† In worship services and other experiences, 
both inside and outside of the walls 

† In ways that connect with all ages 

 

We seek to foster a welcoming community 
where all are accepted, and where: 

† Everyone can discover a safe and                 
non-judgmental place 

† We intentionally create opportunities for 
healing, learning, and growing 

† All can discover what it means to be fully 
committed followers of Christ 

 

We understand ourselves to be people of faith 
sent into the world, blessing all that we 
meet: 

† Welcoming the stranger, and visiting the sick 
and the prisoner 

† Feeding the hungry, and clothing the naked  

† Living every day as agents of authentic grace 

SonRise Core Values: 

 W Worship 

 O Open 

 R Resource 

 S Spirit Filled 

 H Health and Wholeness 

 I Innovative 

 P People 

Sunday Worship Services:  8:30 am & 11:00 am 

Education Hour:  9:45 am 

(Nursery provided during Education Hour and 

for 11:00 service) 

Office and church location: 

421 East Spaulding 

Pueblo West, CO 81007 

(719) 545-0557 

Email:  sonrisechurch@sonrisepueblo.org 

Office hours: 

Monday-Thursday 

9:00 am-2:00 pm 

Website:  www.sonrisepueblo.org 
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