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Happy New Year!  I say that strictly from the Gregorian calendar perspective, which is our 

most common perspective as Americans.  As Christians in an organized denomination, our 

new year actually began the first Sunday of Advent, Dec. 1.  Other cultures and traditions 

celebrate the New Year at different times as well.  In Korea, the new year begins in     

February. Throughout March and April, other countries such as Iran, Sri Lanka and India  

celebrate.  In faith traditions like Jews and Muslims the new year is celebrated in Septem-

ber/October (depending on the year).   

So which New Year celebration is the right one?  Is there one perspective that is better 

than another?  Answer: of course not.  Each of these traditional celebrations are grounded 

in ancient practice and provide meaning for those who participate.  As Christians across 

the globe, there are many different ways we practice and celebrate our faith based on our 

perspectives and ancient practices.  None of which is more “right” than another.   

We can adjust our view more narrowly to our own community and will recognize differ-

ent perspectives of Divine connection.  Traditions and practices handed down from gener-

ation to generation have created multiple expressions of faith and worship – some of 

which looks very different from another.  None is more right or more sacred than another.  

When I teach youth in confirmation class, I help them understand the unique perspectives 

of United Methodism and help them to see that our emphasis on grace, social justice and 

salvation does not make us better than other traditions, just different.  And because 

there are folks who feel more connected to the Divine through this perspective, we hold 

fast to the practice and tradition started by John Wesley.   

The coming year is going to bring about changes in our United Methodist Church.        

Perspectives are going to be challenged and broadened in some ways, and new traditions 

and practices are likely to arise.  Not one way will be more right than another.  Not one 

perspective of grace, social justice and salvation will be more acceptable.  At least not 

when we place a high importance on our work of faith development and gospel living.  As 

disciples of Jesus, we are called to grow, share and move.  Our love for God through Jesus, 

in union with the Spirit, is not meant to bring us comfort only.  God’s love for us creates 

a desire to experience that love more and more, especially with others.   

In the new year numbered 2020, how do you intend to grow in faith, act in love and share 

with others?  If you find the church to be the place where you thrive in God’s presence, 

how might this also be true for your neighbors?  Have you considered sharing an invita-

tion to others to come with you on this journey? 

I have confidence this year is going to be a year of new birth and a resurgence of the 

Spirit’s movement.  I can’t wait to see what God is creating among us and around us!  

Happy New Year to you all!  May God’s blessings continue to be unveiled in us, through us 

and for us! 

Shalom, 

Pastor Carrie 
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SonRise Legacy Endowment Fund Posts Positive Returns for Nine Months 2019 

At September 30, 2019, the market value of the Legacy Fund was $67,886 compared to the beginning of the year 

which was $61,896, an increase of $5,990 due to the appreciation of the investments of $6,834 and investment earn-

ings of $1,617 which more than offset a 4% distribution for missions and maintenance of $2,461.  A distribution earlier 

in the year of $954 was given to the Pueblo Rescue Mission for the homeless, $200 to Kairos (adult) prison ministry 

and $200 to Epiphany (youthful) prison ministry.  The Legacy Fund is invested in a socially responsible balanced fund 

through the United Methodist Foundation’s investment managers.  The balanced fund returned 13.6% during the first 

nine months of 2019, reflecting the positive returns of the stock market and bonds.  Below is a summary of the Legacy 

Fund asset changes during the first nine months of 2019. 

Legacy Fund – Nine Months ended September 30, 2019:             Market Value 

Beginning balance at January 1, 2019    $61,896 

Distribution to Missions           (1,354) 

Distribution to SonRise Maintenance Fund      (1,107) 

Investment Income and Capital Gains          1,617  

Unrealized Gain on Investments             6,834 

 Balance at September 30, 2019     $67,886 

If you have any questions regarding the Legacy Fund or would like to donate to the fund please contact any of the 

Committee members:  Donald Moore, Dennis Diaz, Kathy Thayer, Terri Cole, Duncan Juergenson, or Pastor Carrie 

West.  Gifts of cash, stocks, and autos can be made as well as qualified IRA rollover gifts, life insurance cash value, or 

gift annuities can be set up with the help of the United Methodist Foundation. 

DD 10/26/2019 

From the Finance team: 

The Finance team finalized a six-month budget 

and presented it to the Leadership Team on Dec. 

14.  A new budget for the changed fiscal year 

(July 1- June 30) will be created beginning in 

February.  For the first six months of 2020, the 

total budget is $94,556.00.  This includes a re-

duction in paying our apportioned mission 

shares to the conference and maintaining all 

current staff levels.  This will require $15,800 

per month in donations and tithes.  All funds 

raised above this monthly minimum will be des-

ignated equally between our conference obliga-

tions and savings.  A detailed copy of the budget 

will be made available after the 1st of the year.   

The team wishes to thank everyone for their 

continued financial commitment to SonRise, its 

ministries and the lives changed through our col-

lective work. 

 

 

 

We had some wonderful services on Christmas Eve 

at SonRise which were well attended and enjoyed 

by all.  The offerings taken at those services were 

designated to be split between two local charities 

that always appreciate our support, Pueblo Cooper-

ative Care Center and El Centro de Los Pobres in 

Avondale.  $1,977.00 was collected and I’m sure if 

I wait until next week to send off the checks, each 

needy organization will receive $1,000  

The SonRise congregation is always so generous 

when the cry of the needy is heard and I thank you 

for that. 

Terri Cole 

Financial Secretary 
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COOPERATIVE 

CARE WISH 

LIST ITEMS FOR 

JANUARY:  

CANNED 

FOODS, SOUP, 

RAMEN 

Youth Lock-in 

11 youth spent the night in the church on     
Friday, Dec. 27 and enjoyed playing games, 
competing in challenges (like tossing Cheetos 
at faces covered in shaving cream and moving 
pop cans with spaghetti noodles), and spending 
time with each other.  We have an amazing 
group of young people in our midst.  Thank you 
to the entire church for praying for them and 
showing your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other youth news and events 

The youth group will meet on Sunday evenings 
from 5:00-6:30 throughout January.  They will 
be focusing their energy on preparing for 
Youth Sunday in February, creating worship 
experiences at the Rescue Mission, and learn-
ing about other ways to participate in the life 
of our church.  Be watching for them as they 
help usher, assist in updating our membership 
tracking software, serve those in need and 
worship in our space.   

 

 

 

 

The Adult Fellowship luncheon for January will 
be Monday, Jan. 6th, at 12:30pm at SonRise 
Church.  Our hosts for January are Keith        
Bulander and Carolyn Alderson.  Our meal will be 
a “pot luck.”  Bring your favorite dish, salad or 
dessert.  Start the New Year off by joining us 
for great food and fellowship!  Any questions, 
contact Jim Simons at 719-248-2690.  

USHER/GREETER SCHEDULE 

January 5 (Communion) 

8:30 Service Youth Ushers, Susan Francis 

11:00 Service Joe & Karen McDaniel 

 

January 12 

8:30 Service Josh Rudnik 

11:00 Service Chris Weber 

 

January 19 (Communion) 

8:30 Service Bill & Cindy Jobe 

11:00 Service Bob & Judy Van Sickle, 

  Jordan Ortmann 

January 26 

8:30 Service Fran McQuiston 

11:00 Service Ushers needed 



4  

Report on the 2019 Feed the 5,000 food drive 

SonRise Church was second of the churches for number 

of sacks donated!  Thank you for a job well done! 

Thank you for your generous support for the annual 

“Feeding the 5,000” community wide food drive. While 

the 2019 county wide totals are continuing to trickle in, 

we do not anticipate great variance from these, our 

official “final” statistics. This was a difficult year in the 

early planning and breakout stages of the food drive 

due to multiple factors. The “Feeding the 5,000” com-

mittee faced early challenges with decreased support 

from formerly participating grocery stores arising from 

changes in their corporate policies, and the committee 

was faced with a new reality where the traditional 

structure for a community-wide food drive needed to 

be revisited. We are pleased to report that this year’s 

efforts surpassed those from 2018 and is ultimately 

attributed to a loving and gracious God who upheld the 

efforts of the Feeding 5,000 committee, Pueblo Coop-

erative Care Center employees, churches, businesses, 

countless volunteers and the greater Pueblo County 

community.  

 In the wake of recurring challenges, and some new 

challenges, the results from this year’s “Feeding the 

5,000” community-wide food drive reflect nothing 

short of a remarkable accomplishment. One thing that 

doesn’t change is that while Pueblo Cooperative Care 

Center does receive funding from multiple sectors, 

food insecurity remains a problem throughout Pueblo 

County. These additional resources are critical and very 

much needed. The food and fiscal resources received 

from the drive will help Pueblo Cooperative Care     

Center to provide vital resources to individuals with no 

income, low-income and other needs for many months. 

One amazing detail that affects all levels of operations 

at Pueblo Cooperative Care Center is that the organiza-

tion only has two full-time and six part-time employ-

ees. The balance of work provided to the organization 

comes from our corps of volunteers who dedicate their 

time, energy and resources to serve the organizational 

mission. Without the generous support of volunteers, 

churches, businesses, schools, service clubs and individ-

uals; more people in Pueblo County would be hungry.  

We acknowledge the Feeding of the 5,000 committee 

members as they are an integral component in the  

everyday success of Pueblo Cooperative Care Center. 

These are valued associates to our organization and we 

could not accomplish what we do without this support.  

We also recognize Care and Share of   Southern    Colo-

rado who support Pueblo Cooperative Care Center in 

addressing food insecurity in Pueblo County every day.  

We are grateful for your selfless approach in address-

ing community needs and we graciously acknowledge 

every individual who participated in the annual food 

drive as a true “Hunger Champion.”  Every year we are 

overwhelmed by the generous donations that pour in 

to our center and we invite you to visit our facility with 

a guest (pastor, friend, potential donor) to see how it 

all works. We strive to do something every day that 

brings people closer to a better tomorrow – make a 

difference.  This year YOU made a difference and we 

appreciate you.   

 “A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes 

others will be refreshed” (Proverbs 11:25).   

 

 

 

 

Fifteen women attended our December Christmas 

potluck.  Prayers and Praises were shared as we 

ate, and we played some fun games with lots of 

laughs!  We have been blessed with Darlene’s 

leadership as president for the past several years, 

and she expressed her appreciation of being able 

to serve such a wonderful group of caring and 

sharing women.   

Our next meeting is January 9th at 9 a.m. at    

SonRise.  Fran will present the program, and   

Darlene and Karen are hostesses.  We will collect 

items for PAWS—pet food, blankets, towels, toys.  

All women are invited to attend this first meeting of 

2020! 
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Staff and Leadership at SonRise Church 

Rev. Carrie West, Pastor,/Youth Leader, carrie.west@sonrisepueblo.org  

Karen Plymell, Office Administrator, sonrisechurch@sonrisepueblo.org 

Jesse Hed, Sunday Worship Leader, jesse.hed@sonrisepueblo.org 

Jen Rudnik, Children’s Ministry Director, 544-5186, jen.rudnik@sonrisepueblo.org 

Jalyn Perkins, Nursery Attendant 

Mark Rudnik, Media/Visual Technician, mark.rudnik@sonrisepueblo.org 

Keith Bulander, Custodian; Trustees Chair, keithbulander@comcast.net 

Jim Simons, Leadership Team Chair 

Betty O’Donnell, Treasurer/Financial Chair 

Terri Cole, Bookkeeper, terri.cole@sonrisepueblo.org 

Donald Moore, Staff Parish Relations Chair 

OU R  VI SI ON  

At SonRise Church, we intentionally create space 
for discovering God: 

† In worship services and other experiences, 
both inside and outside of the walls 

† In ways that connect with all ages 

 

We seek to foster a welcoming community 
where all are accepted, and where: 

† Everyone can discover a safe and                 
non-judgmental place 

† We intentionally create opportunities for 
healing, learning, and growing 

† All can discover what it means to be fully 
committed followers of Christ 

 

We understand ourselves to be people of faith 
sent into the world, blessing all that we 
meet: 

† Welcoming the stranger, and visiting the sick 
and the prisoner 

† Feeding the hungry, and clothing the naked  

† Living every day as agents of authentic grace 

SonRise Core Values: 

 W Worship 

 O Open 

 R Resource 

 S Spirit Filled 

 H Health and Wholeness 

 I Innovative 

 P People 

Sunday Worship Services:  8:30 am & 11:00 am 

Education Hour:  9:45 am 

(Nursery provided during Education Hour and 

for 11:00 service) 

Office and church location: 

421 East Spaulding 

Pueblo West, CO 81007 

(719) 545-0557 

Email:  sonrisechurch@sonrisepueblo.org 

Office hours: 

Monday-Thursday 

9:00 am-2:00 pm 

Website:  www.sonrisepueblo.org 
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